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The “100 Miles in 100 Days” Challenge
By Angela Miller
For the last three years, I have entered this challenge and I love it! Not only is
it fun, but it is also a great way to find new trails and visit so many of Maricopa
County’s beautiful parks, all while challenging yourself.
Let’s face it, our profession can be stressful! A few years ago I started hiking
as a way to decompress. I needed time away from the computer and time away
from constant deadlines. My sister-in-law invited me to go out on a hike with
her and my first thought was: “Why on earth would I want to go huffing and
puffing up a mountain for fun?” I’m more of an adrenalin junky - dirt bikes,
RZRs, sky diving, roller coasters… you get the idea. Well, I have to say, about
mile 2 of a 4-mile hike with a thousand-foot elevation for my first hike, I was
thinking “Why did I agree to this? This isn’t fun, this is work!” I was so tired
by the end of the hike that when I realized my shoe was untied, I just stared at
it, I didn’t even want to bend down to tie it – my sister-in-law actually tied it
for me!
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Later that night as I was telling my husband about the lizards I had seen while
hiking, the cool vegetation and rocks (mostly because I was staring at the ground trying not to trip), that was when
I realized, you know what, I didn’t think about work that whole time I was out there – and it was wonderful! It was
exactly what I needed; I was hooked.
I now have since done some amazing hikes, hikes I never thought I would be able to do. I’ve seen some of the most
stunning views. I love seeing the wildlife and finding petroglyphs, ruins, and just overall challenging myself.
It was on one of these hikes that I went into the visitor center to say hi to Milly the Turtle and I saw the advertisement
for the 100 Miles in 100 Days put on by the Maricopa County Parks Department. I immediately got the information
and signed myself up.
The “100 Miles in 100 Days” Challenge continued on Page 6...
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SPREADING THE WORD ABOUT
COURT REPORTING:
Are you passionate about our profession?
Would you like to share with others what a court reporting career would be like for them?
We have some upcoming high school career days that WE NEED VOLUNTEERS for, and more are
in the works to be scheduled around the Valley. All you need to do is have a love for our profession
and be willing to speak to high school students about exploring court reporting as a career path for
them.
If you want to learn more about how you can become involved, please contact me, Robin Osterode,
at rosterode@cox.net. I would love to schedule you for one of the upcoming career days.
Currently on the calendar we have:
October 10th, 2022 - Paradise Valley High School;
October 11th, 2022 - Pinnacle High School; and
October 17th, 2022 - Horizon High School.

In Memoriam: Celeste Paxton-Jones
Our coworker Celeste Paxton-Jones started working at Maricopa County Superior Court on 9/5/17
and passed away on 6/6/22. She was assigned to Judge Howard Sukenic. Judge Sukenic stated: “She
impressed upon me, rightfully so, the necessity to make a clear record. If I was not, she only had to
raise her hand and the matter was remedied. She was a significant person to me and to our division.”
Celeste moved to Arizona to be close to her daughter. She loved her daughter, deceased dog, and
her cat. She referred to her dog as her husband because he wouldn’t let her leave the house, and he
would bark if she went anywhere, so she stayed home. Also, when he became old, he lost his sight
and would walk into walls, so she carried him.
Celeste was a truly unique individual. She was funny, gregarious, and full of life. Celeste enjoyed nice and
unique things. She had a Rodeo Drive sign in her cubicle, which summed her up perfectly. Also, she enjoyed
cooking and referred to herself as the Black Martha Stewart. Celeste was a spiritual person and loved
meditating and attending Ashram conferences.
After learning of her passing, many coworkers expressed how sweet she was and how much she would be
missed. Celeste will be missed by all who knew her.
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SOME COURT HUMOR
THE COURT: If you violate your probation and they
offer you an intermediate sanction and you don’t agree
to it, then they’ll file a petition to revoke your probation
and you’ll come see me.

THE COURT: And is there anything about your prior
law enforcement experience that would prevent you from
serving as a fair and impartial juror in this case?

THE DEFENDANT: I don’t want that.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: If the prosecutor can prove the
case, he’ll be guilty. If he can’t, he’ll be not guilty.

THE COURT: You don’t want that, Mr. Smith.

THE COURT: Did you hear that, Mr. Prosecutor?
PROSECUTOR: I did.

MS. McCOY: I think the Court could give them a
dictionary definition if the Court thought that was
appropriate. I -- I think that that is a plain reading of
the law. If the Court is actually able to have a higher
vocabulary than the man on the street, I think that is
an advantage that should be shared with the jury, rather
than kept secret.

THE COURT: The defendant’s case number is CR-2014420, and I thought what a bad coincidence based on the
evidence presented in this case.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I am married. As I said, my
husband worked for the sheriff’s department for 20
years, and also worked for the county attorney’s office as
their investigator for many years. He is now retired and
driving me crazy.

THE COURT: That’s a big assumption, Ms. McCoy.
THE COURT: This case has been assigned to me
from Judge Smith for the limited purpose of ruling on
the defense’s motion. Judge Smith has recused himself
based on a relationship with one of the law enforcement
officers in this case. I can assure counsel that I have no
association whatsoever with any of the law enforcement
officers in this case.

THE COURT: Mr. Chavez, what case are you here on?
MR. CHAVEZ: Patrick Ewing. Or Anthony Ewing,
sorry.
THE COURT: I was going to say, I didn’t see Patrick
Ewing in the courtroom.

I will disclose, however, that in 1981, when I was a
senior at Kingman High School, Detective Jones was a
freshman at Kingman High School. However, I didn’t
associate with him because seniors don’t associate with
freshmen.

MR. BOLOBONOFF: May I address Your Honor?
THE COURT: You may. That’s why I’m staring at you
intently.
Some Court Humor continued on Page 7...
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Thank you to Legal Video Specialists!
By Angela Miller, ACRA President
When ACRA decided to conduct its first-ever hybrid convention
this past April 2022, we were so excited to take yet another step
toward providing the most beneficial and up-to-date service to our
membership. Your ACRA Board got right to work on setting up
wonderful speakers, securing a great central location, and, of course,
the all-important raffle prizes! However, there was one issue… not
one of us had the technological know-how or proper equipment to
successfully hold a hybrid convention!
Enter Craig and Mary Onuschak, Legal Video Specialists. They
stepped right in and offered not only their expertise and equipment
but also their excitement, energy, and confidence that we could
succeed. They helped tremendously as ACRA navigated the logistics
of this endeavor.
ACRA wants to sincerely thank Craig and Mary for all of their tireless efforts and contributions to not only
the legal field in general, but to our association and our members specifically. Legal Video Specialists always
set up a booth at our conventions, and one lucky winner at every convention wins a great “prize” donated by
Legal Video Specialists!
Craig and Mary on multiple occasions have been ACRA’s unsung “superheroes.” On behalf of ACRA and
with great appreciation, we present to you Craig and Mary Onuschak superhero bobbleheads! We hope you
love them!
THANK YOU!

WINNERS FOR THE MIDYEAR RAFFLE PRIZES
Kathy Fink won the Martel Zoom kit and the hand and wrist massager.
Josie Hutzell-Roper won the $500 cash that Legal Video Specialists raffled to an in-person attendee.
Susan Auletta won the Margie Wakeman Wells textbook, and Courtney Vanderwalker won Margie’s Word
Pairs book.
Tammy Gillett won the Coach Court Backpack and the basket filled with lottery tickets. Tammy shared
the lottery tickets with each attendee. You are so generous, Tammy!
Congratulations!! There were multiple baskets donated by the board members that were raffled as well.
Thank you to everyone who attended the Midyear!
We look forward to seeing you all at the Wild West Roundup in Utah.
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...The “100 Miles in 100 Days” Challenge continued from Page 1
This is a self-paced, self-guided challenge in that you track your miles and submit them through the app. The miles
must be completed at at least three of the Maricopa Parks. The first year, I completed the challenge, doing 90 of the
miles as solo hikes.
This will be my fourth year signing up for it and I can’t wait! The challenge starts November 1, 2022, and runs
through February 8, 2023.
You can enter the challenge as a hiker, runner, mountain biker, or horse rider (requires more than 100 miles). All the
information to sign up for the next challenge is below. Hopefully I will see you there – just make sure to yell my name
because I’m still staring at my feet trying not to trip and fall!

100 Miles in 100 Days Challenge
NOVEMBER 1, 2022 - FEBRUARY 8, 2023
Welcome to the 2022 100 Mile Challenge! Each year, the 100 Miles in 100 Challenge grows as we challenge
park visitors to get outside and connect with nature. With more than 515-miles of trails, Maricopa County
regional park system provides the perfect venue for hiking, trail running, mountain biking, and horseback
riding.
The goal of the self-guided challenge is to log 100 miles in 100 days (200 miles for mountain bikers and/or
horseback riders); however, many individuals set personal goals going well beyond the 100 miles. In 2022,
members from the Challenge team logged:
•

1,000 miles - 1 participants

•

500-999 miles - 11 participants

•

400-499 miles - 7 participants

•

300-399 miles - 15 participants

•

200-299 miles - 73 participants

•

100-199 miles - 501 participants

While we do give away an Annual Pass and $25 Retail Center voucher to one lucky recipient at the end of the
program (just ask Nathan Brummer, our 2022 winner), most Challenge members participate in the program
to connect with nature and meet new friends.
If you would like to see the complete list of fun facts for 2022, click here.
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...Some Court Humor continued from Page 4
MR. JONES: Well, Your Honor, we haven’t even done interviews on any of these files yet, so -- and I know, Your
Honor, when you make a trial date, that’s in concrete. So I’m hesitant to put anything on the calendar at this point
until we get all the interviews done and have the investigator look into what remains to be done. And also, Your
Honor, we might want to at some point -- I think he was asking about the possibility of a -- a settlement conference,
slash Donald hearing. And that would be it at this point, Your Honor.
THE COURT: When I set cases for trial, it’s probably not accurate to say I set them in concrete, but it’s probably
accurate to say it’s at least in wet concrete.
In a difference case later the same day:
THE COURT: Does anybody have any objection with that, keeping in mind that the concrete is going to be drying
very quickly and it’s very unlikely I would ever continue it again?
THE COURT: And I thought “Have it your way” was the motto for Burger King, not the motto for the Court’s
calendar, but we’ll see if we can accommodate everyone.

5350 West Bell Road, Suite C-122, #520 • Glendale, AZ 85308
(602) 679-6995 • www.acraonline.org • office@acraonline.org

7

© 2022 - Arizona Court Reporters Association

Summer 2022

ABOUT
Volunteers are appointed to three-year terms, which may be in addition to completing the term of a vacancy.
Meetings are every other month and attendance may be in person or remote. The volunteer application
form for all vacancies is online. Application: https://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/18/Applications/VolunteerMemberInformationForm.pdf
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Certified Court Reporters Program
The Certified Court Reporter Program provides statewide certification for persons working in
Arizona state courts and applies to any person who records and transcribes a verbatim record
in any sworn proceeding by means of written symbols or abbreviations in shorthand or machine
writing. Duties include reviewing applications, considering complaints, and deciding sanctions,
when applicable, for violating regulatory requirements such as the Arizona Code of Judicial
Administration and Arizona Revised Statutes.
Four Opportunities: 1 Court of Appeals Judge, 1 Attorney member, 1 Freelance Certified
Reporter (not employed by superior court) with at least five years’ experience, 1 Official Certified
Reporter (employed by superior court) with at least five years’ experience
Apply: Send resume and volunteer application form to courtrep@courts.az.gov
More Info: azcourts.gov/cld/Certified-Reporters-Program
CONTACT
For more information about the Boards and volunteering, contact:
Aaron Nash Director Certification and Licensing Division anash@courts.az.gov 602-452-3362
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