
 © 2018 - Arizona Court Reporters Association

1

5350 West Bell Road, Suite C-122, #520  •  Glendale, AZ 85308
(602) 679-6995  •  www.acraonline.org  •  office@acraonline.org

ArIzONoTeS Volume 46, Number 2 Spring 2018

NCRA Legislative Boot Camp 
2018:  The Experience 1

2018 Mid-Year Seminar  
“Expect Amazing”  
was a huge success! 2

Candids from the Mid-Year 3 

In Memoriam: 
Karhyn Nix  4

TABLE OF  
CONTENTS

The Experience continued on Page 5...

NCRA Legislative Boot Camp 2018:  
The Experience
by Kate Roundy

Being on the Arizona Court 
Reporters Association board has been 
an honor.  I have learned so much 
from other leaders in our state, and I 
am continuing to learn as my service 
continues.  Being a part of our state 
board has given me such joy. I believe 

it is important to give back to a profession that has been 
so good to me and that I truly love.

This year serving as president-elect, I was given the 
opportunity to represent ACRA at this year’s NCRA 
Legislative Boot Camp.  It is an understatement to say 
I was excited.  I love to learn about our profession.  As 
an ACRA board member, I am always striving to have 
as full of an understanding of our profession’s issues as 
possible.  Going into Boot Camp, I was hoping to acquire 
new tools to help me represent ACRA in the strongest 
way possible. 

Boot Camp was more than I ever imagined.  

I knew not a soul when I walked in the first day. After 
three days with incredible court reporting professionals 
from states all over the U.S., I have created relationships 
with leaders that I hope to hold onto for years to come.  

Boot Camp 
started off with 
an introduction by 
Marcia Ferranto, 
NCRA CEO.  
We had “Politics 
101” training 
which provided 
a baseline 
understanding of 
American politics.  
We heard from 
NCRA President 
Chris Willette 
about the state of 
court reporting.  
We had the honor 
to meet Jacqueline Sly who served in the South Dakota 
House of Representatives.  She gave us insight on how 
legislators serve their constituents and how to effectively 
create connections to legislators in our own state.  

Next we met Shelly Row, who was named by Inc. as one 
of the top 100 leadership speakers.  She spoke about the 
skill of “overthinking” and how best to make decisions 
in the situations we face daily. ACRA’s very own Jimmy 
Cool spoke to the audience about moral philosophies and 
how to implement effective programs in varying political 
environments.  I came away with a plethora of useful 
information from each of these speakers.
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2018 Mid-Year Seminar  
“EXPECT AMAZING”  
was a HUGE SUCCESS!

ArIzONoTeS

Written by the ACRA Board

Our ACRA Board did it again.  We had an amazing 
lineup of speakers this weekend.  Many of our members 
walked away with large gift baskets from raff le ticket 
drawings (especially Maricopa County official reporters!)   
Amy Weaver, ACRA’s Fundraising Chair, put together 
some fun trivia questions, and the attendees who knew 
the answers walked away with gift cards.  Of course, 
socializing with fellow reporters, many who traveled 
from all parts of the state, as well as students, was very 
rewarding.

Our first speakers, Kevin Maricle, Joe Wennes, and 
Adam Gage, talked about Grand Jury.  We all learned  
about the process.  They role played through a mock 
trial, and then Adam Gage shared briefs and his 
perspective of the Grand Jury experience.

Our second session was presented by Judi Kioski and 
ACRA’s very own Karla Martin, who are members of 
the Emergency Response and Interpreter Credentialing 

(ERIC) Program.  ERIC ensures the deaf and hard-of-
hearing community have access to critical information 
during disasters such as fires and flood.  We heard 
how the program started, what is expected of CART 
captioners, and their experiences in different “fire 
camps” in 2017.

During our luncheon, Carolyn Sullivan (ACRA 
president) gave a message to membership and Kate 
Roundy (ACRA president elect) spoke about attending 
NCRA Legislative Boot Camp.  

After lunch there was a entertaining presentation called 
“Face Reading.”  Mac Fulfer (an attorney turned public 
speaker) spoke about the scientific basis and art of face 
reading and its application in jury selection.  He pulled 
up audience members and demonstrated how readings 
take place.  Then audience members learned how to 
apply principles in our daily lives.  

We had several out-of-state attendees, even one coming 
back a second year in a row, who complimented Arizona 
on putting together great seminars.  Attendees and 
exhibitors pointed out that we have the biggest raff le 
basket display and that our conventions are super fun!  
If it’s been a while since you attended an ACRA 
convention, come join in the fun September 15th and 
16th in Tucson at the Westward Look Wyndham 
Grand Resort & Spa. 

OFFICIALLY AVAILABLE!
The following county has official positions open!

Yavapai County - Prescott

Please check individual county websites for more information.
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CANDIDS FROM THE MID-YEAR SEMINAR!

on left:  
Karla Martin  
CARTCaptioner member of ERIC

on right:  
Karen Bolton (winner of trivia question) 

and Amy Weaver

below:  
Mac Fuller and ACRA members 
getting their faces read

below:  
Kevin Maricle, Joe Wennes, and Adam 

Gage talking about Grand Jury



Spring 2018© 2018 - Arizona Court Reporters Association

4

5350 West Bell Road, Suite C-122, #520  •  Glendale, AZ 85308
(602) 679-6995  •  www.acraonline.org  •  office@acraonline.org

In Memoriam: 
Karhyn Nix 

Written by Kristy Ceton 

We lost an amazing person way before 
her time. Kahryn E. Nix Wolfe passed 
away on March 1, 2018, in Phoenix, 

Arizona, surrounded by her adoring family. Born 
February 16, 1947, in Detroit, Michigan, Kahryn 
moved to Phoenix in 1964 and graduated from 
Carl Hayden High School. In 1983, she graduated 
from the American Institute of Court Reporting 
and thus began her court reporting career. She 
began her career with Bartelt King, but being a true 
entrepreneur, Kahryn opened her own successful 
and well  respected court reporting firm of Nix & 
Associates. Throughout the years, she merged with 
several Phoenix court reporting firms, but most 
recently, when she decided it was time to retire, she 
went back to her roots and merged with Bartelt 
Reporting. For many years she was “The Name to 
Know When You Need a Court Reporter.” This 
slogan was the true epitome of who Kahryn was in 
the legal community as well as in life.

Kahryn’s personality, quick wit, vibrant laughter and 
“can do” attitude is what set her apart from everyone 
else. She touched the hearts and minds of many 
in ways that were truly selfless. In 1998, Kahryn 
became involved with the non-profit group Phoenix 
Youth at Risk (now known as New Pathways for 
Youth) and was the driving force behind many 
fundraisers for this program.  Phoenix Youth at 
Risk was vital in helping youth achieve a new set of 

goals that positively impacted their futures. Kahryn 
belonged to several social and business networks. 
She was President of the Arizona Court Reporters 
Association, a board member of New Pathways 
for Youth, a board member for Arizona Legal 
Foundation for Legal Services & Education, and a 
member of Women at the Top (WATT), the Rose 
Club, Social Venture Partners and Table 8.

Family meant the world to Kahryn, but most 
important to her was her daughter, Kayla, and her 
G-kids, Lauren, Amanda, and Jenna, who lovingly 
referred to her as “KK.” She encouraged and 
fiercely supported many of the young ones in her 
extended family to become strong, determined, and 
unstoppable.

Kahryn’s favorite past-time, apart from gatherings 
with family and friends, was t raveling. Her favorite 
trip was to Africa riding elephants and going on 
safari. In 2014, she married her ultimate love and 
travel partner, David. Together they enjoyed trips to 
Alaska, Paris, Portugal, Ireland, Iceland, Toronto, 
and the Panama Canal. What a world traveler she 
was, and when she regaled her stories of her latest 
adventure, you felt as if you had been there with her.

Kahryn is survived by her loving husband David, 
daughter Kayla, son-in-law Enno, “G-Kids” Lauren, 
Amanda, Jenna, a very large extended family and 
countless friends. She will be truly missed by many.

ArIzONoTeS
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The next phase of Boot Camp we 
prepared for and participated in 
mock trials. We experienced the 
legislative process first hand by 
testifying in front of a panel of mock 
senators. Through this process we 
learned the etiquette and proper 
structure for addressing the panel.  
After the content-intensive session 
and the mock trial exercise, we were 
ready for Capitol Hill. 

At 6:30 A.M. on the third day of 
Boot Camp we eagerly boarded 
the Metro for the Hill. Each Boot 
Camp participant had scheduled 
meetings with Senator’s or House 
of Representative’s offices to talk 
about NCRA’s 2018 federal initiative 
called The Training for Realtime 
Writers Grant as well as issues in 
our respective states.

I had the privilege of speaking 
with Senator Jeff Flake’s legislative 
consultant Andrea Jones.  She was 
unfamiliar with court reporting, so 
I started at the beginning.  After 
discussing what a court reporter 
does and how our skill is also used 
in captioning and education, I spoke 

in depth about the need for the 
Federal government to continue to 
support realtime training for writers 
in our country.  I expressed the 
need for our government to fulfill 
the requirements set in place by the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, 
the Communications and Video 
Accessibility Act of 2010, and the 
2014 FCC guidelines on captioning 
quality.  After a few questions by 
Ms. Jones, I directly requested that 
Senator Flake support Congress’ 
renewal of the grant through the 
Higher Education Act.  

Next I met with Mr. Zack 
Laven, U.S. Congressman David 
Schweikert’s legislative consultant.  
He was familiar with court reporting 
and happily engaged in great 
conversation.  After thoroughly 
talking about the renewal of the 
federal grant, I spoke about the 
importance of the court reporter’s 
role in our court system.  I 
encouraged him and Congressman 
Schweikert’s office to always vote 
for protecting the public’s interest 
through our legal system by keeping 

our profession alive.   

The last element of Boot Camp was 
a reception held on behalf of the 
Veterans History Project.   Even 
though my feet were exhausted and 
my brain was overflowing with new 
information, this experience really 
touched my heart.   I will write a 
separate article about this experience, 
but suffice it to say, I look forward 
to serving this remarkable program 
that honors our country’s veterans.

Again, I cannot express how honored 
I am to have been a part of this 
experience.  I gained insight to my 
profession at a whole new level and 
obtained immense knowledge by 
hearing how other states resolve the 
challenges they face.  I have pride for 
where Arizona stands on its laws and 
rules. I have deepened my respect for 
the past Arizona leaders who paved 
the way to where we stand today.  I 
am proud to have represented the 
court reporters of Arizona, and I 
cannot wait to serve my state and 
profession with the skills presented 
at the 2018 NCRA Legislative Boot 
Camp.

The Experience continued from Page 1...
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